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iWeek 2003 report back
The co-hosts of iWeek 2003, the Internet Service Providers’ Association (ISPA), UniForum SA, the Department of Communications (DoC) and the South African Chapter of the Internet Society (ISOC-ZA) extend their thanks and appreciation to the members and sponsors for their contributions and sterling support, which ensured the success of this conference.

iWeek 2003 was an action packed event with over 290 registrations.  With a full day dedicated to African issues, we were pleased to have delegates attending from Swaziland, Zimbabwe, Mozambique, Malawi, Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania, Ghana, Nigeria and Mauritius. Other international delegates came from Canada, United States, Uruguay, The Netherlands and the United Kingdom. 

Local delegates comprised 33% of the attendees and included business people unaffiliated to the hosts, with 25% representing the ISPA membership, 7% representing ISOC-ZA and 7% representing Namespace ZA. Guests invited to attend the IDRC Connectivity Africa workshop, the AfriNIC Board Meeting and AGM as well as the AfrISPA AGM made up 15% of the delegates present. The balance constituted the press and guests invited on a sponsorship basis.

Among the invited guests were eighteen top university students involved with Internet related research, from fifteen different tertiary institutions around South Africa. Nominated by their institutions as the most deserving candidates to attend, their attendance was fully sponsored by iWeek 2003, providing the students with an opportunity to participate in this industry event, as well as enabling representatives to meet and network with future role-players in the Internet sector.

The joint UniForum/ISPA Internet related training project, initiated in 2001, targets computer literacy problems experienced in many South African schools. To date 240 teachers based in three provinces have benefited from the training in rural and peri-urban areas. The highlight of this year’s training program was the presentation of the SuperTeacher 2003 award at iWeek. Twenty educators selected for their contributions to their schools and local communities attended the award ceremony. All of the candidates were presented with briefcases and the three runners-up received PalmPilots. The winner of the SuperTeacher 2003 award, Veronica Malefahlo was presented with a laptop computer.

An impressive line up of local and international guest speakers from the United Kingdom, the United States, Canada and Kenya addressed delegates on a wide range of key industry related issues, both local and international.  All generously gave of their time regardless of their busy schedules.

In conjunction with the main iWeek 2003 program, the conference also hosted a number of parallel sessions, including the Connectivity Africa workshop and an impromptu meeting to discuss an ARIN policy proposal regarding IP address allocation specifically for small African members. (This proposal was subsequently passed in Chicago as proposal 2003-15). The AfriNIC Board also managed a trip to the CSIR in Pretoria and a site visit to Cape Town to view two potential sites for the hosting of the AfriNIC Technical Operations Centre.

At 23:00, on Tuesday 17th September, the conference venue, 52 Glenhove Road, kindly reopened their doors, in order for a live video conference link to the Harvard Business School, for guest speaker and Harvard Lecturer, Andrew McLaughlin to present a 2 hour lecture. Described as ‘funky’, the event was well attended on both sides of the Atlantic.  

iWeek also managed to host 5 annual general meetings: ISOC-ZA; AfriNIC; AfrISPA; Namespace ZA and the Internet Service Providers’ Association.

This year’s event received a record amount of attention from the press. Journalists from ITWeb, Financial Mail, Business Day, Finance Week, Tectonic, Index Media and Computing SA attended the conference. The SABC also took an interest and interviews with speakers and delegates were aired on SABC Radio and on SABC 3’s Business Beat.

All in all, a well supported and successful conference.  

The iWeek Team
